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and enemies agreed that he made excellent use of
them.
He spoke, as usual, with quiet emphasis. He
reasoned his points. They were points un-
familiar to most of his hearers ; he made them as
simple as he could. He admitted that so long as
producers competed with each other, conditions
for workers and consumers might be just bearable,
but that large combinations of employers., caring
only for dividends, made them unbearable. The
time was coming, he said, when the nation would
have to choose between an uncontrolled monopoly
conducted for the benefit of shareholders and a
monopoly owned and controlled by the State in
the interest of the population as a whole. This
would be, in effect, deciding the question pro-
pounded in the Sermon on the Mount, whether
we would worship God or Mammon.
" The present is a Mammon-worshipping
age. Socialism proposes to dethrone the brute
god and to lift humanity into its place."
He ended with the prediction that "just as
surely as Radicalism democratised the British
system of government politically in the igth
century, so would Socialism democratise the
country industrially during the soth."
There was unluckily no time for debate. The
House of Commons did not think it worth while
to make opportunity for the discussion of a sub-
ject which within a generation was to divide the
world into two hostile camps, to make all other